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SUBJECT: Updates to Rule 6A-1.0018, Florida Administrative Code, School Safety Requirements
and Monitoring

On November 20, 2024, the State Board of Education adopted amendments to Rule 6A-1.0018, Florida
Administrative Code (F.A.C.), School Safety Requirements and Monitoring, which becomes effective on
December 24, 2024.

The major change to the rule amends the requirement for training on the mobile suspicious activity reporting
tool known as FortifyFL. In mid-October, after law enforcement across the state received a large number of
FortifyFL tips, Commissioner Diaz sent superintendents a letter requiring each district school board to make
available a training for parents and guardians on the use of FortifyFL by November 15, 2024. The amended
rule requires that this training for parents and guardians occurs prior to the start of each school year and that it
explains the potential consequences for anyone making any threat or false report. The training must be
available at the time of a student’s enrollment if it occurs during the school year.

While students already receive instruction on FortifyFL, the revised rule requires that the instruction
incorporate disciplinary actions that may occur at school as well as possible criminal charges for false
reporting.

Further changes to the rule require the district’s school safety specialist to provide a copy of the completed
Florida School Safety Compliance Inspection Report to the school principal or charter school administrator, as
appropriate, following a compliance visit from the Office of Safe Schools.

The final change to the rule updates the name of a course that is included in the required training for new
school safety specialists.

The rule may be seen in its entirety at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0018.

These changes will reduce false reporting of threats and enhance security for our students and school staff.
Thank you for prioritizing safety in Florida schools.

DN/jc
cc: School District School Safety Specialists
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