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MEMORANDUM 

TO: District School Superintendents 

FROM: Darren Norris, Vice Chancellor 

DATE:  August 2, 2024 

SUBJECT: Florida Safe Schools Canine Programs 

In 2023, the Florida Legislature created the Florida Safe Schools Canine Program to designate an 

individual, school or business as a Florida Safe Schools Canine Partner (FSSCP) if they provide a 

donation to a law enforcement agency to purchase, train or care for a firearm detection canine. More 

information about the program is available at https://www.fldoe.org/safe-schools/canine/.  

In addition to the FSSCP that support law enforcement agencies, the 2023 Florida Legislature also 

appropriated funds for schools in fiscally constrained counties to participate in the Florida Safe Schools 

Canine Grant Program. The 2024 Florida Legislature extended the grant period and expanded the scope 

for this program to permit expenses related to the canine’s care. Schools may apply for funds for the 

purchase, training or care for a firearm detection canine and other costs associated with participation in 

the program. Allowable use of the grant funds now include: 

• Purchase costs, such as canine purchase and transport; initial health, behavioral and temperament

evaluations; insurance coverage; tracking and recovery equipment; and duty uniforms.

• Training costs to include travel expenses for canine and handler as well as any training supplies.

• Care costs, such as veterinary care, boarding and grooming, food and relevant gear, and certain

at-home care costs.

Some expenses may require justification. These grant funds may not be used to pay for expenditures 

related to the maintenance of educational facilities, administration or compensation of school district 

employees.  

The Florida Safe Schools Canine Grant Program has two concurrent project periods: 

• Fiscal Year 2023-24 (24A348) is extended from July 1, 2023, through August 31, 2025

• Fiscal Year 2024-25 (25A348) is from July 1, 2024, through August 31, 2025
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We encourage all eligible school districts to participate in the Florida Safe Schools Canine Grant 

Program. Attached are the Request for Application forms for Fiscal Year 2023-24 and Fiscal Year 2024-

25. Program grant applications and amendments must be submitted via ShareFile at

https://fldoe.sharefile.com/.

Please contact Kinisha Murphy at OSSgrants@fldoe.org or 850-245-5162 if you have questions. 

DN/km 

Attachments 

cc: School District School Safety Specialists 

Florida Sheriffs Association 

Florida Police Chiefs Association 
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