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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
  Florida College System Presidents 

State University System Presidents 
 
FROM:  Manny Diaz, Jr. 
   
DATE: May 22, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Dual Enrolled Students Taken into Custody 
 
House Bill 1473 on School Safety was approved by the 2024 Legislature and signed by 
Governor Ron DeSantis on May 6, 2024. The bill amends section 985.04, Florida Statutes, to 
require that the district superintendent notify a college’s or university’s chief of police or public 
safety director whenever a dual enrolled student is taken into custody by law enforcement for 
certain serious offenses. Specifically, effective July 1, 2024, the statute will read: 
 

985.04(4)(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, when a child of 
any age is taken into custody by a law enforcement officer for an offense that 
would have been a felony if committed by an adult, or a crime of violence, the 
law enforcement agency must notify the superintendent of schools that the child is 
alleged to have committed the delinquent act. If the child is a dual enrolled 
student at a postsecondary institution, the superintendent of schools, or his or her 
designee, must notify the chief of police or the public safety director of the 
postsecondary institution at which the student is dual enrolled within 1 business 
day after receiving the initial notification. 
 

Please ensure that the appropriate school district personnel are aware of this new requirement 
and that contacts are established with postsecondary institutions to expedite this required 
notification.  
 
 
MD/jc 
 
cc: Raymond Rodrigues, Chancellor, State University System 
 Kathy Hebda, Chancellor, Florida College System 

Alexander Jordan, Director, Operations, Safety & Security and Emergency Management 
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